SOUTH NEWNHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – STREET APPRAISAL - AREA B

AREA B: BARTON ROAD AND SURROUNDS
STREET APPRAISAL

Contents
BARTON ROAD & SURROUNDS ............................................................................... 2
CLARE ROAD ............................................................................................................ 2
St MARK’S COURT .................................................................................................... 3
CHAMPNEYS WALK .................................................................................................. 4
BARTON CLOSE ........................................................................................................ 5
BARTON ROAD ......................................................................................................... 8
MILLINGTON ROAD ................................................................................................ 11

1

SOUTH NEWNHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – STREET APPRAISAL - AREA B
BARTON ROAD & SURROUNDS

CLARE ROAD
Clare Road is situated next to Caius sports ground and is a private gravel
road (owned by Newnham College). As one walks down the cul-de-sac
there is old fencing covered in ivy with private road signage stating a
10mph speed limit. The first dwellings are a pair of semi-detached
Victorian townhouses, constructed with brick elevations under a slate
roof around 1870; the properties have five floors including bay front
windows. The gravelled area to the front of the house is bordered by
deep, well stocked flower and shrub beds. There is parking for several
cars and has a detached garage.

Modern student accommodation, with bike racks and two car parking spaces under a gazebo belonging
to Newnham College has been built further along Clare Road. Number 3 is hidden from the path by a
tall fence then numbers 4-6 are period homes with bay windows. Most of these houses have parking to
the side, with some having covered car ports/garages. The penultimate house on Clare Road has had a
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significant side extension. The final house is of different character and built in a 1950s style, it has an
integral garage and a small walled front garden but requires significant moderation.
There are mature trees on the west side of the road, until opposite number 4, where it opens out and
there is a high hedge approximately eight feet tall. The upper floors of the properties have excellent
views of both Caius and Newnham sports fields. The road ends at two gates, one onto Newnham College
sports field and the other to a tree lined path to Summerfield and the A603.

Key Positives features:
•

Beautiful, well preserved period buildings with character

•

Mature trees down half of the road

•

Gravel driveways

•

No issues with parking

•

Well-hidden telegraph pole and wheelie bins

Key Negative features:
•

Number 8 and the side extension to number 7 is of different character to the rest of the road

St MARK’S COURT
St Mark’s Court is 24-unit development built in the late 20th century.
The complex has some open spaces with trees and benches and
there is a path that leads from the back of the estate onto
Champney’s walk. The road has a 20mph speed limit with double
yellow lines about halfway down the road. There is no issue with
parking as each of the dwellings has its own parking, either as a
driveway with integral garage or separate garage.
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It appears as there have been no planning applications for structural changes to these buildings. The
properties appear to have flat roofs, consist mainly of brick and have numerous double-glazed windows.
The window frames, garage doors and the cladding are painted white which is a contrast to the brick colour.
There is a small verge and several trees between the frontage of properties 2-10 (evens) and Barton Road.
These five houses have a high wall and a black gate. To the west side of the road there are a few garages.
The units are mixtures of 3 and 4 bed town houses over up to four floors. Each property has a pathway to
the front door, most of have some form of pots or shrubs to break up the hard lines of the buildings. These
buildings have a ground floor room which extends beyond the building line of most of the structure and
extends to the pavement. Towards the back of the development there is a second building that has a
different style of roof and contains four terrace dwellings with a rear south facing garden, access to these
properties is via a small passageway in front of the buildings.

Key Positive Features:
•

No real issues with residents parking

•

Open green spaces within the complex

•

Architecture is consistent within the development

Key Negative Features
•

Unique style compared to the rest of Newnham

CHAMPNEYS WALK
At the end of the St Mark’s Court there is a small passageway for pedestrians and cyclists which accesses
Champneys walk whose main vehicle access is off Grange Road.
Champneys walk consists of 27 dwellings, mainly terrace houses but with some semi-detached and some
detached, there is also a detached bungalow (number 18). Most of the properties have red car ports which
contain a semi-circular plastic covering.
Champneys Walk is in the West Cambridge Conservation Area and was constructed by David Reed Homes
on land previously owned by Newnham College in the 1980’s.
All the properties are of a similar design with distinctive brick and triangular bay windows. Each property
has a driveway with some shrubs but there are no front lawns. There is ample parking at each property and
there are parking restrictions (double yellow lines) along most of access road from Grange Road leaving
car parking spaces for 5 to 6 cars.
There are two areas of Council owned green spaces. One triangular area by House No’s 9 and 10 where
there are three substantial Beech trees, formerly part of a hedge, and planted with ground spreading plants.
The trees are protected by TPO’s and the area is maintained by residents of the two adjacent houses. The
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other green area, up to 3 metres wide, lies besides the access road in from Grange Road and is planted
with many trees and shrubs
The main access gates into the Newnham College gardeners complex lies between house Nos 7 & 8.

Key Positive Features:
•

No real issues with residents parking.

•

Two green spaces within the street.

•

Architecture is consistent within the development with stylish carports and similar frontages.

•

Lots of red orange brickwork including garden walls to the sides of pavements.

BARTON CLOSE
Barton Close is in the West Newnham Conservation area. Several trees in the Close have Tree
Preservation orders.

The central island is managed jointly by the council and volunteers from Barton Close, as urban woodland
with a mixture of mature trees (ash, hazel, cherry, yew), young trees (magnolia, English cherry, hornbeam,
hawthorn) and shrubs. It is under planted with bulbs (snow drops and daffodils). The grass is cut once a
year and maintained as a grass meadow and there are small patches that are cultivated annually as
wildflower meadow to support biodiversity allowing the growth of perennial and annual wildflowers for
pollinating insects. There are three bat boxes.
Barton Close has 12 houses (two 36 and 38 Barton Rd have vehicular and pedestrian access from Barton
Close and in practical terms are part of the Close). Numbers 2,3,4 and 5 belong to Wolfson College and
are post graduate student housing and the President’s Lodge with gardens accessed through the College.
All the properties are detached homes with large gardens sitting on plots of about 0.3 acres. The properties
are all sited 6m away from the pavement. Front gardens are an important feature in the Close and a new
precedent has been set by Number 9 (see section 3) where the garden has been replaced with a large
pebbled forecourt for 6 cars and bike racks.
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The Close was the kitchen garden for St Johns college. Number 1 and number 8 are constructed from
traditional yellow Cambridge brick and were built at the turn of the century. Number 6 built of red brick was
constructed in the interwar years. The plots for the remaining houses had been marked out before the
outbreak of WWII.
Nine of the properties were built in the post war period. These houses were all built in two or three stages
because of a shortage of building materials in the post war years and this has impacted on the individual
style of these homes. They were constructed using red brick with terra cotta tiled rooves. Crittall window
frames have been replaced in most of the homes with PVC double glazing or wood frame double glazing.
Most houses have attached garages, but these are narrow, unsuitable for modern cars and gradually are
undergoing change of use.
Numbers 2,3 are student housing. Number 4 does not have entry on the Close and is set back in the
grounds of Wolfson College. Number 5 is the President’s Lodge. Number 10 is leasehold to St John’s
College with single elderly occupant and vulnerable to future development. Number 38 is owned by a Hong
Kong businessman who has put in 3 applications for development (all rejected). The house is currently let.
Number 1 does Air B&B.
Number 3,4 and 9 have been rendered and painted in shades of cream.
Number 7 has white painted brick exterior.
Improvements and alterations have been made to all the properties in the Close.
Number 36 Barton Road. Removal of attached garage and addition of two storey extension with glass roof
single storey extension to the kitchen all in keeping with the architectural style of the original property. A
slate roof double garage with dropped curb access to the road was constructed to the rear of the property
adjacent to No 1 Barton Close in about 2005.
Number 1 has converted the garage for personal use using glass brick in place of the doors. The rear of
the property has a PVC conservatory. The roof has solar panels facing south. The interiors have been
changed to accommodate change of use as an Air B & B property.
Number 6 has a single storey extension to the rear of the property added in about 2000.
Number 8 has a single storey kitchen extension to the rear of the property and not visible from the road
using same style brick as the original house.
Number 9 has major refurbishment in 2017. The whole house was gutted, and a large rear extension added
in addition to extensions to the north and south sides up to the boundary margins. The front garden has
been replaced with a permeable pebble surface car park and bike racks. New planting has been done
along the boundaries and a short beech hedge planted at the front. The Crittall window frames have been
replaced with grey metal frames.
Number 10 has not had any alterations since the 1960s. The garden is minimally maintained, and the
property needs some repairs. The garage is not in use. It has open grass frontage to the road and no front
boundary fence or hedge.
Number 11 has had a single storey extension to the rear and a shower extension on the ground floor
replacing a previous bin storage area, using materials close to the original. Windows have been replaced
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by a mixture of PVC and wooden framed double glazing. The original garage is still in place. The property
has a hawthorn hedge to the West and North and the layout of the garden is unchanged from the original
design in the 1950s.
There is a one metre grass verge between the road and pavement. All houses have dropped kerb access.
Number 36 Barton Rd is sited at the rear of the plot away from the Barton Road. This design was in keeping
with other houses on the Barton Road leaving green space at the entrance to the Close
Wheelie bins are stored on each property.
Residents have voted in favour of residents’ parking scheme. There are double yellow lines on the south
entrance of the Close and around the island. There is sufficient parking space for 17 cars on the road.
Key Positive Features
Key Negative Features
•
•

The Close is used commuters for parking and residents also use on road parking.
The tarmac pavement is in poor repair.
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BARTON ROAD
The A603 approaches Cambridge from the south west, through open country with trees and fields on either
side and college playing fields to the south. At the city boundary it becomes the Barton Road and runs due
east for 0.7 miles into Newnham and the city. The road has a spacious suburban feel, with large architectdesigned two- and three-storey detached and semi-detached houses on both sides, set back behind
hedges in long plots with large front gardens, the wide grass verge on the north side containing mature
chestnut trees and a busy shared pedestrian-cycleway. The green and leafy feel extends to the east end
of Barton Road, where Gonville and Caius college playing fields and the recreational space of Lammas
Land are found. Though front gardens are generally tidy, many of the hedges are relatively unkempt.
Most of the houses on Barton Road are finished in brick or render with pitched tiled rooves. Some mock
Tudor black and white gables are also seen. Crittall metal windows were popular at the time when the
houses were built, and while most have been replaced a few remain. Most of the houses are owneroccupied, but a number are college-owned and contain student accommodation.

In addition to the residential accommodation there is Wolfson College of Cambridge University, halfway
along on the north side; and St Marks Church, the parish church of Newnham, and the Red Bull public
house towards the eastern end on the south side.
Barton Road has a long history. In the middle ages it was called the Eldenewenham Weye and constituted
a southern boundary to the west fields of Cambridge (see The West Fields of Cambridge, Hall and
Ravenscroft, CUP 1976). Following enclosure of the west fields in the early 19th century, there was gradual
residential development. But most of the houses were built in the early 20 th century, and by the 1950s the
area’s character and ethos was largely established.
The main recent changes in Barton Road since the 2011 Conservation Area Appraisal can be summarised
as follows: •

a trend towards demolishing residential housing and replacing it with a much larger alternative (89
and 95 Barton Road have both been rebuilt since 2015, with greatly increased envelopes). In the
previous forty years there were also two such rebuilds – 77 and 106 Barton Road. The current
pressure on building land makes this a concern, as several houses at the western end of Barton
Road with elderly owners will be coming on the market in the next decade, some with large gardens.
If the trend to rebuild and overbuild continues, or if planning permission is given for more than one
house per plot, it will materially affect the amenity for the community.

•

The St John Ambulance building on the corner of Hardwick Street and Barton Road has been
demolished and replaced by college accommodation. The block is in an attractive pale brick,
matching the houses on the opposite side of Hardwick Street, though with three rather than two
storeys.

•

A second public house, the Hat and Feathers on the corner of Kings Road, was converted to college
accommodation in 2011.
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•

A major redevelopment of the Croft Gardens site is expected in the next year, with Kings College
submitting revised plans to replace the four blocks of flats with a residential development for
postgraduate students.

•

Several houses have been extended and/or refurbished, though this has generally had little visual
impact. They include 34, 67, 81, 88A/B, 100, 108 and 109 Barton Road.

•

Solar panels have been installed on the south facing rooves of two houses on the north side (and an
unknown number on the south side, away from the road). This is a small number, and it partly reflects
the gabled design of many of the house rooves, which restricts the area available for panels and
makes their installation uneconomic.

•

Some front drives have been “improved”, often with the hedge being replaced by a fence or brick
wall, and the reduction in greenery is a loss. The college redevelopment at 88A/B Barton Road is a
particularly stark example, where the high hedge with a fence between the two gardens has been
replaced by a low front fence, leaving a large bare gravelled space containing just a bin store and
cycle store.

BARTON ROAD - SOUTH
East of Grange Road Junction
•
•
•

New three-storey Darwin College accommodation on corner of Hardwick Street, built on previous St
John Ambulance site, in attractive pale brick with design mirroring that of the houses opposite but
with an extra storey.
The fate of Croft Gardens is currently uncertain, with Kings College having submitted revised plans
to redevelop the whole site, while retaining 27 Barton Road.
The Hat and Feathers pub was converted to college accommodation in 2011, while retaining its
external appearance.

West of Grange Road Junction
•
•
•

109 Barton Road has been redeveloped and extended to the left-hand side, with the front drive
gravelled.
95 Barton Road has been demolished and at the time of writing a much larger and set back threestorey detached house is being built, including a separate two-car garage and flat in the northeast
corner of the plot.
89 Barton Road has been redeveloped, the bungalow designed by Austin Lord: Smith for the Heffer
family being demolished and replaced by a stark three-storey house in red brick with a small gated
and bricked frontage
.

No. 89

No 89
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•
•

81 Barton Road has been extensively redeveloped, but mainly in the rear garden so that the Barton
Road frontage is unaltered.
67 Barton Road has been redeveloped, but again the frontage has little changed.

BARTON ROAD - NORTH
West of Grange Road Junction
•
•
•
•
•

•

32 Barton Road has had the drive gravelled, and 34 Barton Road has been redeveloped with a front
porch and gravelled drive added.
Number 34 Barton Road. Planning permission has recently been submitted for an additional storey
over the garage and over the from porch.
88A and 88B Barton Road are a pair of semi-detached houses recently extensively redeveloped as
college accommodation, with a bleak gravelled and fenced frontage and covered cycle store, and
the previous greenery removed.
100 Barton Road has a bay window extension added to the front right, matching the existing bay
window to the left.
106 Barton Road was not so much altered as demolished and rebuilt.
108 Barton Road has been extended to the front and right, in the same red brick .
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MILLINGTON ROAD
King's College started the development of Millington Road at the beginning of the 20th Century. Not only
fellows of various colleges and others held leases from King's until the 1950s and '60s. They chose their
own architects and had them built to their own specification. Millington Road is characterised by mostly
detached large residential houses spanning late Victorian-Edwardian through to the 1950s. The main
building period spanned the first three decades of the 2th Century. The prevailing style is more rustic than
town house, although there are one or two examples of Neo-Georgian.
There have been some refurbishments in the 21st century, which have not really detracted from the street
scene. Some houses are in red brick, others in white Cambridge stock and a number in white render,
favoured by the Modernist movement and to some extent typical of 'stockbroker Tudor' of which there are
two exemplars. There is one successful example of Modernism at No.26, which is by Marshall Sisson. Most
of the houses are detached, are well set back from the road behind front gardens. Many have garden
surrounding them. Two have them literally alongside the house, thus benefiting the view from the street.
There are three pairs of semi-detached, breaking the overall rhythm. The gardens have always provided a
substantial leafy canopy along the road, although this has diminished since earlier times, as manifest from
photographs taken in the 1920's (Mott Collection at Cambridgeshire Collection). Plots are often bounded
by feather board fencing, a few with hedging. One fence on the corner is gracefully surmounted by ivy.
Others have forecourts in gravel which merge with the footpaths. An air of informality pervades the road.

No 3

The road is private and relatively well maintained under the management of the residents’ association. It is
quiet being a no-through road. The pavements are in gravel, as requested by the original residents and
keep their original slate kerbstones. The latter, though, have suffered over the years from contractors’
vehicles driving over them. Mostly cars are kept off the road, so the certain rural atmosphere prevails. A
salient feature is the presence of 10 gas lamps, which are listed. Millington Road is named after the first
Provost of the College. More recently, there have been more frequent changes of ownership, with the result
that building works have become very common together with the associated builders’ traffic. This has rather
marred the street scene.
H.C. Hughes was a versatile architect who completed five houses in Millington Road in the 1920s. Hughes’
houses are all quite different from one another, Nos 7 & 9 as a semi-detached, Nos. 11, 13 and No.36 are
detached. Originally, he had hoped to use No.11 (built for Hoskyns) as a centre piece with a mirror image
of the semi-detached pair 7 & 9 to the right presumably as Nos 13 & 15. He laments to the Bursar of King’s
(12/09/1922), “I do wish I could have a chance of completing the group [with] a pair on that end site and a
half with Hoskins as a centre!” However, when it came to his building No.13 on the plot and a half, at the
request of the prospective owner he designed a rather more modest detached house with a gambrel roof
and slight echoes of Arts & Crafts. No.36, the last house on the right before Millington Road ends on the
playing fields, has charming Gothic touches.
Nos. 7, 9, 11 and 36 are Buildings of Local Interest and are mentioned in Pevsner; No.13 should also be
granted BLI status.
Arthur Hamilton Moberly FRIBA, who built No.6 Millington Road, has two Grade II listed buildings to his
name as an individual architect – 7 Linton Road in North Oxford (1910) and 76 Storey’s Way in Cambridge
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(1913). He belonged to the firm Slater, Uren, Moberly and Pike; whose commissions included the Peter
Jones department store in London (1936-9).
H.G. Ibberson, was active in the early 20th Century and was responsible for the Ibberson Building at
Homerton College. He built the semidetached pair Nos. 12 & 14, and it is thought might also have been
responsible for Nos. 8 & 10, but at the time of writing this needs verifying. Currently the following houses in
Millington Road are BLIs: 3, 6, 7/9, 11, 19, 27, 32, 33, 35 & 36.
Sources: Archive of King’s College, Cambridge (By kind permission of the Fellows and Scholars); information
from residents; Spalding’s/Kelly’s Directories
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